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BANS rom the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany 8, 1534] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S.1534) for the relief of Midori Akimoto, having considered the same, 
reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States in behalf of a — half-Japanese child 
presently in the custody of Sgt. and Mrs. Cecil C. Walker, who are 
citizens of the United States. The child would be considered to be a 
nonquota immigrant, which is the status normally enjoyed by the 
alien minor children of citizens of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is the 3-year-old child of a Japanese 
mother and an American soldier. She is presently being cared for by 
Set. and Mrs. Cecil C. Walker. Sergeant Walker is stationed in 
Japan. 

A letter dated December 14, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

Hon. Par McCarran, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. ( 
My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1534) for the relief of Midori 
Akimoto, also known as Sharlene Akimoto, an alien. 








Z MIDORI AKIMOTO 


The bill would provide that solely for the purpose of sections 4 (a) and 9 of 
the Immigration Act of 1924, as amended, and notwithstanding any provisions 
excluding from admission to the United States persons of races ineligible to 
citizenship, Midori Akimoto, also known as Sharlene Akimoto, a minor half- 
Japanese child, shall be considered the alien natural-born child of Sgt. and Mrs. 
Cecil C. Walker, citizens of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Midori Akimoto is a citizen of Japan who was born on August 1, 
1948, in Japan. She is the illegitimate child of a Japanese mother and an 
American soldier, and is presently being cared for by Sgt. Cecil C. Walker and 
his wife, Opal. Sergeant and Mrs. Walker desire to adopt the alien, and it 
appears that the mother of the child has released the child to them. 

The prospective adoptive parents are native-born citizens of the United 
States. Sergeant Walker was born in Bradenton, Fla., in 1922, and his wife in 
Princeton, Mo., in 1923. Sergeant Walker entered the United States Army at 
Tampa, Fla., in 1940. After being discharged at the end of the war, he under- 
took civilian employment for about 4 years, following which he reenlisted, and 
has been stationed in Tokyo, Japan. 

The alien, being of at least 50-percent Japanese blood, is ineligible for natural- 
ization under section 303 of the Nationality Aet of 1940, and thus is inadmissible 
to the United States under section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924. In the 
absence of special legislation she may not be permitted to enter the United 
States for permanent residence. 

Whether, in this case, the general provisions of the immigration laws should 
be waived, presents a question of legislative policy concerning which this Depart- 
ment prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Spessard L. Holland, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in support of the bill: 


ToKyo, JAPAN, 
May 21, 1951, 
Hon. Spessarp L. Ho.uianp, 
United States Senate, 
Washington, D. C. 


DeAR SENATOR HOLLAND: We are writing to let you know that we have received 
vour letter concerning our request for visa in lieu of adoption of Midori Akimoto. 
We are thanking you again for your efforts. I also have something to add that 
may have a bearing on our request. I was promoted to the grade of master 
sergeant on the 4th day of this month, which gives me a considerable raise in pay, 
in term insuring that we are financially able to care for Midori as she should be. 

[ also want to explain something to you that has surely got us worried over 
whether we will get the visa in time to take Midori with us when we leave here or 
not. I aman Army man on duty with the Air Force, which is known as Special 
Category Army With Air Force. The Army is calling me back and I have to be 
relieved from duty with the Air Force on or before the 30th of June 1951. Where 
I will be assigned from here I don’t know and won’t know until approximately 3 
days before leaving this station. I may be reassigned to a unit here in Japan or 
in Korea, which is just fine, for my wife can remain here in Japan while waiting 
for the visa. But if my orders were to read ‘‘return to the States,’’ we would have 
to leave Midori here unless we get the visa. Weare surely worried for after having 
her in our home for 2 months, we have grown to love her as if she were our own 
child. 

Sir, if there is any way to possibly speed up our request, would you please try, 
for the thought of possibly having to leave her here is almost unbearable. 

Sincerely, 
Master Sgt. and Mrs. Cecin L. WALKER. 
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HEADQUARTERS, ONE THOUSAND FIveE HUNDRED AND 
Tuirp MepicaL Group, 
OnE THousaNp Five HuNnpRED AND Tuirp Arr TRANSPORT WINE, 
Paciric Diviston, MATS, 
APO 226, April 12, 1951. 
Hon. SpessarD L. HOLLAND, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

DeAR SENATOR HOLLAND: Sle Cecil C. Walker of our unit has placed corres- 
pondence from you in my hands that requires the liberty of a correction. Ina 
letter from you dated April 6, 1951, regarding the adoption of a Japanese child 
by Sergeant Walker and his wife, he was addressed by you as Pfe (Private First 
Class) Walker, whereas his true rank is Sle (sergeant first class a considerable 
gap in grade. This seems particularly significant in the light of Sergeant Walker’s 
means and abilities as a prospective family head. 

As a group, bis officers here at this medical unit are most wholehearted in our 
endorsement of both Sergeant Walker and his wife—two fine people who thor- 
oughly deserve the privilege of afamily. We also realize your very great burden 
of work, and that one more individual is of no great importance. Even so, we 
earnestly request your further attention on this matter, especially since we are 
informed—perhaps incorrectly—that the State of Florida has already permitted 
one such adoption and has accordingly greased the skids of progress. 

With the thanks of our group and particularly with my own, 

Sincerely, 
SAMUEL MEYERS, 
Major, USAF (Medical Corps), Commanding. 





HEADQUARTERS, ONE THOUSAND FIv1i 
HUNDRED AND Tuirp MepIcAL GRovP, 
OnE THOUSAND Five HuNpDRED AND Turirp Arr TRANSPORT WING, 
Paciric Division, MATS, 
APO 226, March 26, 1951. 


STATEMENT 


I have examined Midori Akimoto, age 2 years 8 months, and I find her physi- 
cally healthy and mentally normal and free from any contagious or infectious 
disease. 

It has been my good fortune to have been associated with S1 Cecil C. Walker, 
RA14027490, the past 7 months at Haneda Air Base Infirmary. I have visited 
his home and am personally acquainted with his wife. Their morals, habits, and 
conduct are excellent. They have a strong desire to rear a family but find it 
impossible due to a past tubal pregnancy and searring of the other fallopian tube. 

Due to the strong urge for parenthood and of the physical impossibility for Mrs. 
Walker to conceive, and in consideration for the future welfare of the child and 
the advantages if will receive in being reared in a good Christian home, I recom- 
mend that the above couple be permitted to adopt the child. 

Cuarves C, Warts, Jr., 
Captain, USAF Vedical ( orps), Flight Surgeon. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1534) should be enacted. 





